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Structure Emperor Xiaowen’s Sinicization measures and relocation of
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measures to unify the country.
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5 Emperor Xiaowen of the Northern Wei liked Han culture from a
Background young age. After he reigned, he hoped to implement Sinicization
reforms to enhance the cultural standard of the Xianbei tribe and
build a scholar-bureaucrat government. Moreover, he needed
support from the Han to eliminate the gap between Xianbei and
Han people. Thus, he implemented a range of Sinicization
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T - Relocating the capital to Luoyang
Event 1

Han culture and customs.

B i{@;& » 2 %%-ﬁbgjaﬁﬁ‘%f?ﬁ s M

Firstly, Emperor Xiaowen moved Northern Wei’s capital from
Pingcheng in the north, to Luoyang which located in the southern
side of the Yellow river. After relocating the capital, he introduced
a range of Sinicization measures that required Hu people to learn
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ANy Promoting education

Event 2
From the perspective of education, Emperor Xiaowen set up
educational institutions like the Doctors of five classics, Guozixue
and Imperial college. These institutions were built for children of
the Xianbei noble families to receive Sinicization education.
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EANE Forbidding Hu clothing

Event 3
From the perspective of customs, Emperor Xiaowen demanded
Xianbei people to wear Han costumes and forbade them from
wearing Xianbei costumes.
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Event 4

Emperor Xiaowen declared Han languages as the official
language, while ordering Xianbei people aged under 30 to speak
the Han language and banning them from speaking the Xianbei
language.
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Changing Hu surnames to Han surnames

At the same time, Emperor Xiaowen demanded the Hu people to
change their compound Xianbei surnames to Han surnames.
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Event 5

Encouraging the inter-marriage between Xianbei and Han

Moreover, Emperor Xiaowen encouraged the inter-marriage
between Xianbei nobilities and the Han. In order to encourage
inter-marriages, he married daughters of prestigious Han families
as his concubine. He also arranged marriage between women from
the Han gentry class and royal members.
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(Please work in group to choose one of the Emperor Xiaowen’s
sinicization measures and design the slogan for narrowing the cultural
differene between the Hu and the Han):

1) #3%= 5 (Relocated the Capital) 2) %% % & (Education)

3) ki ~# % * % (Custom and language) 4) 45> % (Intermarriage)

3

Fen i F]:

https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/kla/pshe/references-and-resources/chinese-history
_ncs/NCS_S1_Resources.html

https://read01.com/0Mjax3M.html#.X9XZ5ekzbfY
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/kla/pshe/references-and-resources/chinese-
history ncs/NCS S1 Resources.htmlhttps://www.sohu.com/a/40544408
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